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I*

She wasn’t tired, nobody had told her to sit still on the only wooden chair
in the room while there were many chairs in her right and left, again she
was sitting still at the same place, on the same wooden chair, and staring
at the men in front of her in a state of fear and confusion. With their wide
shoulders, short heights, black hair, narrow foreheads, thick eyebrows, small,
round eyes, crooked noses, drooping moustaches and pointed chins, they
all looked like each other, their black suits, white shirts and pointy-toed,
pointy-heeled shoes like their chins were increasing their similarities. They
were standing up around a long table, and speaking sometimes after each
other, sometimes at the same time, sometimes in an undertone, sometimes
out loud. But, even when they spoke aloud, things that they said were
incomprehensible. It was impossible to draw any definite conclusions
concerning their numbers: they were moving at a speed which the human
eye couldn’t perceive, was it that the one in the front went to the back, the
one at the back came to the front or did new ones join them or some sneak
out when passing into the middle. He was always in the same place, on
the same wooden chair, and sometimes counted them eight, sometimes
ten, sometimes nine, and sometimes seven. Long afterwards, they alined
in front of the long table, in a single file. Then, swiftly again, the man in
the middle stepped forward. “Look here, Can Tezcan Efendi, I want an
accurate response to my question,” he said. “What day, what month, and
what year are we on today?”

The man hadn’t got a very sonorous voice, it couldn’t be said that he shouted
either, but his words echoed in the ears of Can Tezcan for at least ten times.

Can Tezcan shivered from head to toe and wasn't much shocked, he was
waiting for the resonance to end in order to answer the question. Only when
the resonance ended, he perceived that he was sitting in front of these black
suited men with very tight and old pajamas, that the right hand of the black
moustached man who asked the question was landing over a huge gun on
his waist, and that he didn’t know the answer of the question. He glanced
down then, and started to wait like the guilty children.

The gunman also paused for a moment before repeating his question in a
more louder and harsher tone than the first:

“Can Tezcan, I'd like an answer to my question from you: What day, what
month, and what year are we on today?”

Can Tezcan felt his heart pounding against his chest, as if it were attempting
to break it apart. He looked around faint-heartedly. He was surrounded

* Gokdelen, Can Yay., 2006.
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with high walls all around, not a door or a window could be seen, and the
men, unknown if they were eight, nine or ten, were standing against him,
landing their right hands over the guns on their waists, waiting for the
answer that hed give, and looking more stern, more furious every second.
On top of it, they increased all of a sudden: several dozen men on the right,
left, front, back, with identical clothes and droopy bears, the right hands
above their guns, the brows knitted, were staring at him perpetually. He
was about to pass out.
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